Spider-Man and the Green Goblin. The X-Men and Magneto. Strange beings with incredible powers have risen up 
to challenge the old order, and ordinary citizens are scared witless. The government’s solution: a small but lethal 
army known as the Ultimates, created to protect humanity from the newly rising threats to mankind! 


Among those considered for membership: {ron {Vian, a publicity-seeking capitalist sporting a self-made personal 
assault suit; Giant-{Vlan, a Prozac-popping scientist with an inferiority complex as large as his stature; the \Wasp, 
a petite powerhouse with a sordid secret; the Hulk, a brilliant, gentle man with an inhibition-overpowering 
addiction that may tear apart everything, and everyone, he loves; Captain America, a star-spangled super-soldier 
with John Glenn's buzz-cut cool, John McCain's politics and Mike Tyson's right cross; and Thor, a New Age guru 


who may either be the living son of a Norse god ... or a lunatic with a big hammer! 


Wp. 


' 


Collecting The Ultimates #1-6, written by Viark MViillar 
(Ultimate X-Men) and penciled by Bryan Hitch (JLA)! 
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The North Atlantic, 1945: 


You know, I still can't believe the Germans , \ 
. would do somenhing as evilas shoot 23 
y down a plane filled with Camel 
. cigarettes. 


SVE 
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a wr ¥) Vy) 
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These French ame wy ig \f —— 
— ED yy ow NUE EEN 
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iz , a oe 3 w/ 
j E “ / ZZ Mp »» cigarettes 
IK | zs a just stain your 
i \ / gN } : ; ~<F } teeth, Bucky. 
\\y4 oo | > m 4 = 
ah ! J Jr / — 


Z Whatever they've 


Sai Je Mister, morale couldn't 
y | be any lower in here if 
Y wiring you y iny Mother-In-Law 


Y Dollars or te 1 . was on-board. You 

| Peutschmarks Fa aw asleep during that 

: Lo knock = jo a mission-brief or 
Allied morale, jovi what, newspaper- 
~ Kowalski? j) ) / J] 


Nei 


The Krauts are building a super- 
weapon that could end the war in 
a matter of days. All that's 
standing between jack-boots 
and Madison Avenue is grunts 
like you and me-- 


; the closest 
thing they have to 


a plan is throwing as 
many of us at this secret 
base as they can find in 

the vague hope that 

somebody breaks 


Exactly which part 
of that scenario Z L 
sounds like our morale A LD 4 the fact that 
should be anything me NC we got a secret 


higher than freezing | weapon of our 
se point, moron? ZA, Me Z\i= own up here, 
“ye LO NS 


AS WV | 


What? Dressing some clown ina circus costume ‘eae 
Captain. andcalling him a super-soldier might bea mma 


merica?, hit with the recruitment people, but what Aa apmams 
age do you think we are, Barnes? ‘ G 


This ain't just another 
picture opportunity you 
can fake to get eighteen- 
year-old boys excited 
about joining 
uP. This bomb 
they're working on can 
flatten cities in seconds, 
and that star-spangled 
phoney they pay you to 
hawk around’s just gonna 
die down there like the 
rest of us, fella. 


ome the point, 
you're all invited 
to my, impending 
nuptials in six 

months time. 


Bucky, would 
you do me a favor 
and assure these fine 
gentlemen that I've 
never lost a crew in 
three years of 
these covert 
operations? 


I hate to say it, but 
your friend in the flag's 
just as crazy as you 
are, hotshot. 


How's iis 
gonna help us 
on the ground 

when he ain't 
even wearin’ a 
parachute? 


Don't you 
read the papers, 
pal? Captain America 
practically never 
wears a parachute... 


He says 
parachutes 
are for 
girls. 
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Iceland, 06:00 hours: 


Dery 
war? 
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Take it easy. Wi 
Im on my 
way. 


What do you think you're \W Will you shut 
doing, Barnes? Get off me, | up and keep still? 
you lunatic! It’s a bandage } Me and Cap have 

I need, not a picture/ been on enough of 
i - these missions to 
know how to treat 
a bullet-wound, 
Kowalski. 


So what happened to Ye i TMi at ee 
your living legend, ay aati VA fern 
huh, soldier? ; f ; < ee 


Shouldn't 0) a alia yf a 
\ 


IN ene 


this have been a | bin! . ‘ i 
 _walk-in-the-park \@ii} ie 78 i 1 pgs [. 
| forthe patron saint \Bi| Wegee nak joe hf Pe 

of Omaha Beach and def ay Sig Mie PE: j Pe 
backbone of the ENP, We Ag aes he 
attle of Ve) f Y e uw 
Norman S } iff 
i ar ; rE i 
a! 
You're an mY, | 
idiot. You know | 
that, Kowalski? J 
No, the idiots are the people who Vif j fi ih IZ Kae 
believe that Captain America Pee NYS : 
garbage you print in your 4 #} j Be A, \ 
newspapers, Barnes. eh) rt Tors: J, ZB \ 
| I mean, } A f ie : 
Y where's this super- Sige i V) fe j : ~ 
soldier when we're \, { WY, Ye i} 
all getting shot to q ss : Say j 
pieces, huh? Having { fe ho Wo ee, VATS ; AT IS 
a beer with Uncle = ay) : 7] ae ea 
Sam? Chasin’ skirt Ae 
with the Easter 44 2 Chin ~<d Aw #4 
Bunny? { i i Oren (3 EN I 
‘ . hy ; > ‘it 
PPKcA Qa 
ft . iP - a . 
He | Ne : » \ 
= a ? } \>} 


No, just circling the plane so 
he can clear us a path through 
all these freakin’ Nazis, I 

guess. F 


ro se ies 
pian manta 


an ly 
emu Mi 


Cap, this is 
Betty Boop: What 
in God's name are you 
doing, soldier? This 
was not the plan/ I 
repeat, this was 
THE PLAN! Unfortunately, 
< 7 the plan had a hole 
WY the size of Lowa, Bird- 
Man, but the variables 
didn't hit me until 
drop-time minus 
_ thirty-- 


This rocket 
they're building’s 
aimed straight for the ‘i 
White House! We're not ial 
getting a second i 
chance at this/ 


ap, for God's & 
sake/ This isn’t gonna 
work! The north face of 
the base is absolutely 
= Impregnable/ 
tie ‘ 
33 peter, 
‘é ~S \y GE an f 


fe 
‘ie 


f “Se / ‘di 
i ft No such \~ /jipessan/ mamma 
: } animal, > y : 
j Lhe Birdman--!4 | } 
4; hi p ~y 
’ she G ¢ = 2 Wy ~ 
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ou say you 
“een hie ir 
guy again, @ 
Bucky? zy u 
! mt ~ Believe it or 
y not, 1 used to save 
Y him from getting his 
butt kicked three times 
a _ on rea yo home @ 
: rom Sain ary's 
. youth club” y 
OH MEIN GOTT: 
ERSCHIESST ES! 
ERSCHIESST ES DOCH 
ENDLICH: 
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1 [4 ou a 
little since fem 
: then. eennn 


——————————— 


area ——S 
= SSS: seems 
SS 


Y You're alittle top uiet back Vay A, LoL Ny 
there, Bucky. Talk fe to me, pal. w AAs 


doing this stuff. ; 


Those lousy jokes of yours are 
», the only wa way I can tell you're Ms TSS SP 
| alive when we're N <\ 
( \ Vis 
~ = _ CGS \ 


We Fae 


BEX Oh my God. This is 


impossible. 


ol | 
v 2 Seay 
NGF 
IN us SS 
lm Y) : 


Where di 
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_ ee I fo™ 
a. eA 


re | = \ \ | = z3 a4 
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hands on 
Flash Gordon 
ech? 
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in this war than 
anyone will ever 
know. : 


Was machen wir jetzt? Die Va y 

\ Techniker sind immer noch jam Ay = 

, J or 

a EM Je 

=| “N a¢ La a 
., SA ry 
ANZA 
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(——4S 


YU SSS 


Y 
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| a a= 
LET, 
chtung/ Alle Truppen ——— 
yensaniiels ai i der j Thre ai ue = 
vy Haup ha a Aufgabe besteht, 
E = jetzt darin Captain 
America zu 


stoppen. 
iF 


to get much better 
han this/ 


Das 
ist jetzt egal. 


SS 
Y Wir miissen starten. | 


Woe 
J 


) 


ATT 
LT 


You're too late, Captain. The missile has 
already been launched. Who do you think 
shall command the Allied Forces once 
Washington has been wiped from 

he map, eh? 


Sorry, Fritz, but I didnt go, \ 
through six months of steroide \ 
and surgery so my fifteen-year- 

old brother could take a crash- 
course in German-- 


/ This rocket’s \ 
staying in its / 
bed/ 


bulldog’s rear- 


Comrade Stalin, 
perhaps? That fat, 
little Englishman 

with the face like a 


end? 


BR Da oben am y 


Himmel 


! Are you kidding? As far as the 
Krauts are concerned, that's 
mission accomplished, 


Im just 
/ trying to get 
Cap on the two- 
way to see where 
we should go 
from nere. 


Sorry, Bucky. You'll have to ¥ Well, what did ¥ . =o 
shout louder. I can't hear a Jy } tt you expect ne 
blasted thing oyer these Aim todo? 4 


rocket engines. _ 


Steve, this is insane. 
What are you hoping for? 
A Even you cant disablea /p 
p poonaiype Hydrogen 4 
omb. Z 


might be carrying 
enough explosives to 
sabotage the rocket's 
internal piidanes 
system-- 


y 
DY_That Intel from 
WY Strategic reckoned 
the propulsion jets are 


> only used in the first 
fifteen hundred miles disrupt them 
of the journey. now, I might 
ta still be able to 


knock this thin 
completely = 
course. 


what about 
youP 


Don't be an 
idiot--/ 


ZN 


Bb 


¢ 


=—— 
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Ts 


Gat 


My darlin. 


gou're reading 


right now, but just the 
this means something 
bad has happened and 
forthat Lam so sorry. 


Fact that 


L can't imagine w 
Going on in your head 


Fv y 
r nh 
sf 
NS 
88, 
8 
»s 
BE 
$6 
3S 
NS 
ES 


and \ 


Wat, sorry For dying 
4 (caving you alone like this. © 


all Lever wanted was for 
as to get married and have 
kids and buy that little house 
with the cherry blossom 
trees on Cedar Street. 


Lt breaks my heart to think 
that youand Ll might get 
cheated out of all the tiny _pys 
other people take for wanted. 


But even if we ARE separated 
for alittle while, we've got to 
remember that God is GOOD 
and even the most7ERRIBLE 
pydecat happen for the best of 


EASOVS, sweetheart. 


HEAVEN AND HELL couldn't 
keep us apart, Gail Richards. 
LZ know in my heart that no 
matter WHAT the future holds... 


.gonand I will be 
together again 
VE day. 


always and forever, 
Steve. 


Mount/Everest32009 


You know, this has to be 
just about my favorite place 
in the world, Happy. No 
aeLnge. No cell-phones. 
No contracts being pored 
over by snake-eyed, 

little lawyers... 


Stark International might be the 
{ third biggest company in America, but } 
\ standing up here just kind of puts / 
everything back in perspective 
again, don't you think? << 


Sounds to me 
like we're gonna have 
to drag you back to 
that office, Mr. Stark. 


Nothing gets 
me more Focused 
on the next stage of 
The Plan than these 
six-week faste 
on Everest. 


When we get back to camp, I / Y - 
want you to contact Jarvis \ if \" This . 
and tell him to cut short that { . coming Monday 
little Moroccan adventure begins a brand-new 
he's been paying for with the chaprer i our lives, 
stolen petty cash. oys and girls. 7 


Tell him T'll 
be staying at the 
Park Avenue 
address for the 
next twelve 
months and he 
needs to talk to 
someone at 
Christie's about 
replenishing the 
wine cellar. 


Board meeting 
in Manhattan at 
nine-fifteen prompt. 


PREVIOUSLY IN THE ULTIMATE: 


1945, the North Atiantic. Word had reached the Allied Forces of @ terrible and destructive doomsday weapon 
being readied for launch against Washington, D.C. With their forces facing defeat across Europe, this was @ final 
act of terrorism from the remaining Nazi command designed to tear the heart out of America. In a pre-emptive 
strike, the Allins sent the only person capable of stopping such an attack, the hero of Omaha Beach and the Battle 
of Normandy. They sent Captain America. Backed by the 101S¢ Airborne division and accompanied by War 
Photographer Bucky Barnes, Cap led @ devastating and successful assault against the seemingly impregnable 
fortress that was to be the launching ground for the Nazi missile; but before they could wonder how the German 
forces acquired such technology, the weapon was launched. 


Without @ pause, Cap lpaped onto the missile and was carried off as it arced into the night sky. Dropping a 
q/enade into the propulsion jets, Cap succeeded in knocking the prototype hydrogen bomb off course, falling 
thousands of feet into the Arctic waters as it exploded in the upper atmosphere. 


It was his final mission. 


THE ULTIMATES 
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Are you 
ready to order, 
gentlemen? 
TCCEELL OAL 
nfolatmds ah|afs 
apap My 


ay 
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Bee 
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Ah, could I 
have the sesame 
and ginger oven 
roast in the sweet 
red pepper sauceP 
No onions, please. 
They kind of bring 

me outina 


Listen, I'm sorry about 
the view, Doctor Banner. 
All those little geniuses 
who organize my schedule 
and no one even stops to 
think about where meure 


I just hope 
watching them 


Believe it 
or not, Ihardly 
give the Hulk a 
second thought 


these days, 
General Fury. 


Well, don't take this the wrong way, Oh, no. Believe me, sir. 
but I'm not entirely sure you're ready Ireally am a hundred 
to come back yet, son. You need another percent again. 
six months sick leave just say ' 
They've got 


POEMS DE -COnDas me on three blood 


tests a day at the 
moment and there 
hasn't been a trace of 
any Hulk cells in my 
system for almost 
twelve entire 
weeks. 


IF Lstill seem Uf \ NYY Bruce Banner 
slightly spaced, dl / Hf \\ being asleep just 
it's just that I've VATA \: “ feels a little too 
been popping pills i | \ E SS much like the Hulk 

to stay awake \ being awake 
a lot lately. sometimes, if you 
Y know what I 


Plats reais eld ee you erjeuing t 
e new job? Doesn't being in charge ; 
world security get a little daunting ahhh argh 
when you're sitting in eke Po Va Mie 
che:big chair (SZ, Queen and the Président 
of the United States 
all rolled into one, 
Doctor Banner. 


Even lunch with another 
employee becomes a minor Can you 
military operation once believe that 
your name's at the top half these diners 
of the Official are highly-decorated 
notepaper. undercover agents 
and whatever we select 
from the menu gets 
tested by the company 
bacteriologists? 


destroyed and replaced by a million dollar 4 
wardrobe laced with bugs and cameras. 


Every word we're saying now is 
being taped, pe and analyzed 
by two hundred linguistics 
professors beneath a Starbucks 
in downtown oregon. 


Taking this position 
was like volunteering for 
a career as a paranoid 

schizophrenic-- 


--but the money's 
good and the girls 
are ieee | and being 
in charge allows me 


to smile favorably on |i 


all those Jittle under- 
> funded side-projects. 


EE 


2 | i =| —_+ i 
S \\"' That Super-Soldier program you've 
. S \\} been onan on forte last eight 


years, for example. 


What would 
you say if I told ©. 1 
you that the President 
just authorized a 
hundred and fifty billion 
dollar cash injection into /F 
your Pane for anew 
Captain America, , 
Doctor? 


What are you talking about? 
The first Captain America won 
the war, saved the world and 
aire oe bat eee ve 
ou were ech which jump-starte: 
: lying, p N NASA, right? 
sir. y 


Yeah, but he also 
died with the riddle of the 
Super-Soldier serum in his veins 
and the closest we've come to 
recreating that formula was the 
jolly green giant back there. 


Why would anyone in their ex 
right mind invest a nickel in : Are you 
the SSP after what Ididto # \ \ serious 
Chelsea Fiers, Uy, ABOUT 
General? mL 


Because we're 
__ living in crazy 
times, Doctor. Crime 
is becoming super- 
crime. Terrorism is 
becoming super- 
x terrorism. 


Even the 
fattest, most stupid 
politician on Capitol Hill 
realizes that Son of Star 
Wars is going to be useless 
against the Kind of problems 
America's really facing 
out there. 


| 


nhattan, Doctor 
Banner. 


George Junior's 
talking five state- 
sponsored super-people 
to begin with and I figure 
we need someone up 
there with a flag on his 
chest more than ever 
right now. 


This is unbelievable: downsizing 
conventional numbers and reinvesting 
inasmall, Superhuman Unit 
for Twenty-First Century This is 
problems. everuthing I ever 
scribbled in all those 


used to ignore. I don't 
know what to say, 


Well, don't start nibbling my ear 
just yet, my friend, because all your 
recent health problems mean that 

twelve-digit budget comes with a 
very specific condition. 


We're 
demoting you 
to Number 

Two. 


The Super-Soldiar Research Facility, Pittsburgh: 


ee 


my mir 
or are insect 
helping with the 


Jason? 


Yeah, what do you think 


K, 
Jan? Aren't they incredible? \- | 
\\ I've got two and a half million of i 
them clearing out the lab and ; 
another fifty thousand keeping 4 
ry q in hot —=_ 
rinks. ~ 
eli They've q 
coffee 
= « 


--except 
these clumsy 
little iridomyrmex 
humilis who keep 
falling in when they're 
adding the cream 
and sugar. ’ 


4 ‘% oO 


It's anew 
form of military 
communication I've 
7 been working on using 
pheromones instead 
a of radio waves to 
\ issue instructions 2 
under enemy 
: radar. 


Human trials : \ y 
might still be a while ; y = 
awau, but I feel pretty ae 0 
confident we're just a ii 
[La few months from : 
moving up to as / 
spiders. > 


Tell me about it: I don't 
know if it's all the electrical 


! storms we've been having 
lately or just the fact that 
| they're moving us out of 
= < this dump-- 7/| y 
CQ) : roy but the ideas, Neb’ 
or super-people ’ E 
08 are coming to me taeter VA 4 
' than I can type these Lf 
2 oe days, Jan. This Giant Man 
formula is practically q 
4 writing /tselF. ; yy, 
ay ‘ / 
BR: 
| bed IO 
Poult ye bar 2 
‘ou Know, you're me 5 
definitely on a roll yr 
again, Hank. I don't think \ 
fees serene eer 
charged about Work since / 
you built that little Wj / 
pacemaker for the cat. y 
I just wish that Oh, don't worry about him, 
sweaty little Banner honey. Fury's keeping Banner 
say t coming fl busy on the other side of the 
| \4 ack to spoil complex with that Captain 
everything. " America serum he's been 
Ci J trying to crack for 
j years. 1 
yy > s cee 
= C7 = 
We = ———j 


The only time you'll 
even see the guy is 
Christmas parties 
and presidential 
visits. 


Oh, I'm not 
scared he's going to 
step on our Toes or 

anuthing. It's just those 
rumors about where his 
funding was coming 
from during the 
departmental lean , 


f —SsC Pouou really 
think he was involved in 
those secret superhuman 
trials on civilians? You 
know, like what's-his-name 
was saying at breakfast 
the other day? 


Nobody 
in S.H.1.E.L.7. 
has a spotless 
record, but I think Fury 
was being serious when he 
said he wanted to drag 
us out of the 
shadows. 


EE This super hero 
If thing is supposed to 
ff be getting the biggest 
™ public relations push in 
=| human history and the 
fact that Tony Stark's 
involved can only be a 
good sign, right? 


you get the PF apparent! 
i y, 

e-mail? the Mister Clean 
of the Fortune 500 

came down from a 

mountain and told 

Nick Fury he could 
have Iron Man for 

his nice new 


NUS 
a8 i 


ANIM 


— 


always BhOW 
of like this when 
he takes the new 
suits out for a 
spin? 


yy S \ 
EWA : 
/ x 
Absolutely, 
think Tony considers 
until he's waved at / 


mL 
General Fury. 
| 
every office girl 


Sometimes I don' 
atest run complete 
inthe city: 


OH, DOITT BELIEVE 
A WORD OF IT, NICK. 
AS OUR DEAR MISTER 
Faig HOGA IS PERFECTLY 
AWARE, I OILY STOP 
WA TO WAVE AT THE VERY, 


You Know what they say about SS 


Overcompensating vy 
alittle, aren't we, bachelor boys who feel a constant 
Master Tony? compulsion to remind us what 
insatiable ladies men 
they are? 


Oh, shut up and stop giving me the 
creeps, Jarvis. You're supposed to 
be the perfect English butler, for 
God's sake. What happened to 
those Vodkas and Orange I 
asked for? 


\\ 


> There's me, 
Pym, that poor, 
little wife he shrunk 
and whatever Marine 
we end up with once 
Banner cracks the 
Captain America 
formula, correct? 


a 
N\\ 


\\ 


s 
A WN 


\ 
. 
ia 


about the 
size of it, 


“a | Out OF | 
\ = 4 EZ | the question, 
= Daddio. The team 
S ~ | needs a leader and 
goliath i m as, Bruce Bare is eal 
j : our best chance 
Fave New York a: } = turning a top U.S. 
patisserie. RR soldier into the 


new Captain 
America, my 
friend. 


\\ } 
\) 


iN 


Wr What about this Thor guy over N ELL LLL LL Ze 


SN in Europe? Did you see that anti- 
cor Ee piece a ae Lad 
inutes a couple of nights 
ago? He's WONCIer FUN ql Lf Lee 
TEE 


charismatic. 


4 
4.5 


But still not ~~ 
answering his mobile, 


than against us, if you 
Know what I mean. 


Afterall ™“ 
the negative 
press they've been 
getting from their 
neighbors \ately? 
Don't even thin 

about it, 
cowbou. A 
The budget 
cuts we're making 
in the regular army 
are going to make us 
a political hot potato 
as it is. Why do you 
think I'm not risking 
any mutants in the 
initial line-up? 


hat why 
you were so Keen to 
get me onboard? Do 
Ibring a little rented 
respectability 
to the partu, 
General? 


Never made 
a secret of it, Tonu. 
You're a trusted brand 
name in everything from 
internet software 
to aspartame- 
polluted diet 
soda. 


/ And, of course, this 
{ new Iron Man armor 
you devised in the 
mountains doesn't 
exactly hurt your 
case either. 


Light-negativitu, 
thought-scramblers, 

a tracking-system that 
could find a Pemocrat in 
Texas-- this is everything 
we S.H.|.E.L.D. boys ever 
fantasized about, 


. _ You mean 
The only thing besides the record- 
we're losing sleep ! breaking contracts 
over right now is . Stark International 
why you changed your just secured? 
mind about sharin 
the Iron Man tec! 


\W 


‘§ Don't try In all 
L telling me it was 


the contracts, 
Tony. Everyone and 
his mother knows 
you've got twice as much 
money as God, se, 
the One hundre 
and eighty 
degrees: 


I guess I just 
hit a point in my 
life when I wondered 
what things could be 
like if all the billionaires 
and government spooks 
tried to save the world 
instead of bleeding 

it dry. 


Does 
that make 
any sense 
to you? 


or 
1 


Nicholas 
Fury, I believe 
this just might 
be the beginnin 
of a beautifu 
friendship. 


More 
than you'll 
ever Know, 
Monopoly 
Man. 


it's Pepper on 
the front desk. 
Your helicopter's 
waiting on the 


MM! 


Afternoon schedule is |unch with 
the President, that takeover 
meeting with Marconi and 3 pm 
drinks with a Miss Cameron 
Diaz, sir. 


<f 
Tell the 
pilot the elevator ios 


ride to ee oe < a7 
ne minute and forty- 
two seconds, aw 


‘avery, 
very strange 
individual, Mister 


YY Really? t 
hoped being worth 
three hundred and 
fifty billion on paper 
might qualify me as 
eccentric, General 
Fury. 


you adain, Doctor \ 
Banner. Would you 
like a hand with 
that luggage? 
It looks kind oF 
heavy. 


So what do you How you manage’ 
VY So what d d 
think of the new to work all those years 
facility? Lknow it's — in that place without 
only half-finished, going nuts T'll 
but even thisisa never know. 
million times better 
than that rat-hole 


in Pittsburgh. 


No, thank 
you, Mrs Pym. I 
ie not be The 
Hulk anumore, but 
I think I'm more than 


3 ees 
ki Cis Rares) age 
Wi and 


You mean turning green and 
going on a rampage through 
New York doesn't qualify 
as nuts anymore? 


OAs 


2 


L, 


Did you know 
she and I used 


~ God, Ihaven't 
seen Betty since 
they released all those 
special editions of the 
ar Wars movies. I can't 
believe Fury's hired her 
as our Virector of 
Communications. 


To be honest, 
we haven't been acouple 
for quite some time, Mrs. Pym. 
Betty bought one of those 
stupid self-analysis books 
afew months ago and decided == 
I was a toxic influence. 


The last 
time I saw her, 
she'd moved to SOHO, 
dyed her hair pink and 
suggested she and I 
try a temporary 
relationship break y. 
for six months. 4 


/: 


= eniee 


TM: 
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Hey, Bruce. Sorry 
I couldn't meet you 
from the helicopter, 
but these workaholics 
have been prepping me 
for the Giant-Man 
trials all morning. 


Like we get to make 
any of the decisions 
f=» around here. Good to 
i . see you back on your # 
feet again, Poctor_¢ 


MY = = 
CN aes Yeah, right. 


S 


Banner. 


Y Let's hope you're luckier than NU V1 4 
I was with Captain America, 
Pr. Pym. I suppose your biggest 
concern with something like \ re ; I've got the 
this is that everything grows : oa worked 
> at the same speed, K By uf out tothe tenth 
: huh? Ss = decimal point. I'm 
just worried if I'll be 
able to stop growing 
before Lhit that 
critical sixty feet 
mark. 4 


Sixty Feet is the exact 
height at which the human 
Why? 2 : skeleton can no longer 
What's the ZN Th support its own body- 
significance Z Ys 4 ) mass, Doctor. 

of that? aX Cg q ty . 
That big 


baby of mine is 

worried his thigh- 
bones are going to 
onep even though I've 
told him a million times 
that stopping will be 
an automatic 


Well, it's time 
to put that pillow- 
talk of ours to 
the test, 


the point where the physical “ . sweetheart. 
body is in danger. : S 


JAN! WHAT ii 
HAPPENED TO 
THE LIGHTS? Eine 


Nothing to 
worry about, honeu. 


Just afittle technical . 
Iltch. Support: shut 
lown the power along 
tracks forty-seven and | 
forty-eight and hit : 
the floor-lights, {i 
please. . ' | : i 
_ ? Al A) 3 hw » 


oi NING -OUT, 
JAN! STOP THE EXPERIMENT! 
I'M TURNING INSIPE-OLT! 


you waiting 


Sor a 
What are wo ~ Ve | 
for, you 


p 
numbskull?, 


Hit the 


) a \ { blasted A , 
Ci\) aed, Ss 


AN 


ae 
~~ eh \ \ N ey 
\ SAN \\| \ ie 


and a half 
inches: 


“, 


Ve <7) fj 


How am I 
doing? How 
do you think 

I'm doing, 

General? 


Hank Pym is ei 
swaggering around 


and calling himself 
Giant-Man and I'm 


sitting here with a bottle 
of wine and scribbling 
useless e sel gilts all Why 
over a foolscap : 
pad. lettin 


"al 


Super-Soldier 
formula 
soon. 4 


Excuse me, 
General? 


I said shut up and crack open 
that bottle of Champagne 
you've been saving for the 
next season of Star Trek, 
Doctor Banner. The answer 

to your prayers has just 
been answered... 
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21st CENTURY BOY 
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PREVIOUSLY I THE ULTIMATES: 


After a successful but apparently fatal mission to stop the Nazis launching @ prototype hydrogen bomb against 
Washington in 1945, Super Soldier Captain America fell depp into the Arctic Ocean. His best friend the War Photographer, 
Bucky Barnes was left to deliver a final letter to Cap's fiancée Gail Richards. 


Decades later in 2009 General Nick Fury has assumed control of S.H.LEL.D. and with it restarted the Super Soldier program 
under the direction of Hank Pym @ lpading scientist credited with giving his wife Janet the ability to shrink at will, parning 
her the nickname The Wasp. Testing a new formula, Pym successfully grows to sixty feet and proclaims himself "Giant-Man’. 


Added to the growing program are the Billionaire industrialist Tony Stark inventor of the lrontech body armor known as 
"[ron-Man" and the former head of the Super-Soldier progeam, Dr Robert Bruce Banner. Banner was demoted following a 
disastrous attempt to replicate the process that turned Steve Rogers into Captain America when he tested the formula 
on himself, transforming into @ green giant and rampaging through Manhattan, earning him the name The Hulk. Since then 
Banner has been frustrated in his attempts to perfect the formula and sees no way forward without new discoveries. 


Then he receives @ call from Fury. They have found the body of the original Captain Amoricz... 
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Hank Pym, 
you are such 


And I'm starting to think 
that costume makes you 
look a little bit like a giant- 
sized serial killer, bu 


the way, honey. 


AE? 


The latter, unfortunatelu, 
but until Georgio Armani 
designs a range of casual- 
wear for sixty foot men, 
I'm afraid the leather 
all-in-one will 
have to do. 


Ash a Lee 
pupils holding up 
in all this direct 
sunlight, 
incidentally? 


Really? The 
suave, romantic 
British type or the 
big, pala Nene ae 
4 SI “=| variety who chop you 
yy up and Keep your 
body parts in the 
m freezer, Jan? 


Fine as long as I'm wearing the shades. Infact, the only 
real pee I'm having is how quickly I get hungry after 
a height multiplication. I feel like I could eat a farm. 


Well, first rule of dropping size, darling: never eat 
before you shrink or things could get seriously messy. 


S can you believe 

we're really going to 

be super heroes? 1 
mean, you and me; the 

two biggest science 
nerds on the planet 
out there fighting 
for truth, justice 


How much does 
this make up for 
all those years of 
never getting picked 
to play for the High 
school sports 
teams? 


——, 


| 


To be honest, I'm 
really just looking at 
Nick Fury's Liltimates 
thing as a fresh start 
for wou and me, 
- SDSDDVDIIBOL!”” 
mA \\ Ne 


Oh, 
they give us 


a minute to 
ourselves? 


> 


Anything 
interesting, 
sweetheart? 


co el 
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aa 
In 1945, Kec ie 
the world's a 
first genetically- 
i enhanced godt 
isappears in anuclear } Sorsee = = 
blast five hundred miles [i : Cad 
off the coast of  ASataeaae es ssc cea 
Newfoundland. zs PNT ae ETT 


Twenty-four hours 
ago, asmall team of 
marine biologists find 
him perfectly preserved 
in a block of ice and this 
Captain America hasn't 
aged a freakin’ day. 


Now 
youtry tellingme W needed a sign that 
that the significance we're doing the right 
of this find is anything thing by reinventing 
short of monumental, the Super- Soldier 
Tony. program like this then 


finding Steve Rogers 
has gotta be it, 
right? 


It's like something out 
of a Joseph Campbell 
book, General Fury. A 
country's greatest hero 
coming back in the hour 
he's needed most? 


I'm just glad 
I've got ted percent 
of the merchandising 
rights. 


Man, Bruce 
Banner must feel 
like he's reviving 
Santa Claus on 
that table down 


wD 


cme 


a——— 
You neutralized 
é t, Captain. The missi 
was a success and the 
Allies won the war, but 
not without a price, 


i 
™x —\ a 
\ I'm afraid. 


SQ 
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t sure if it was 
suspended animation 
or just an unexpect 
he 
r 


mA 


YZ 


» ‘ ay «Actually, that's what 
we wanted to talk to 
you about, Steve. We're 

- Taal still not s' 


side-effect of t 
»  Super-Soldie 
] serum but... 
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y Sorry, Fritz. The accent's 
flawless, but you really 
should have done your 


The highest- 
ranking black man 
i e U.S. army is 


in 
a Brooklyn-born Fg, 
captain I grew 
up with. a : 
\S 


[= 
“ SJ TEE 
VN Oe 
\ "eg A? 7 ms 
it? i, 


K 
YW =, 
iy 


y 
K 
\\ 


\ 


\\ 


oy 
t al 


guess I must 

{ have dropped a 
decimal point 
somewhere, Mr. 4 


For the love 
of God, Banner! 
I thought you said 
we'd be lucky if he 
was strong enough 

to talk? 


Attention 


all SHIELD. 
personnel! Captain 
America has escaped! 

Irepeat, Captain America 
has escaped! Follow practice 

drill seven-oh-three and 
initiate containment g@ 

procedure! 


Oh, 
you've 
got to be g z ~ 
kidding . 7 you want to 
ne: \ take care of 
this or will I, 
Mister Pym? 
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I guess this little trauma 
was all the evidence I needed 
that the Hulk serum was out 
my system, huh, 

Doctor Pym? 
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Well in-hand? Are you out j 
of your mind? You just killed 
Captain aneriea, you 
! - 


It doesn't 
matter how many 
times you do this 
stuff, Pum. It still 

makes me wanna 
heave every time 


Don't sound so 
disappointed, 
Doctor Banner. 
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Listen, I'm 
really sorry 
about breaking 


Ne 
=" 


your nose back PB 


Take it easy, 
Cap. This nose has 
Prtll smashed more 


Sir, Ijust Found out my 
fiancee's married to my 
old best friend and they've 
got four kids and seven 
grandchildren. Let's be 
\ realistic here; there's 
. never going to bea 
joo e. 


was back from ff 
the dead. y 


At 


ei ey 
d= 
Ne iy 


Ys ae 
we 


WY AFT 


il S ~~ 


WY 
ae 


—~ 


absolutely sure this 
is the right time to 
= put yourself through 
‘ something like this, 


A 
The guy > 
got eoncer so i. 4 


SN . 
anne 


Tp 
ec Caan ¥ 
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1 | Hole-in-one, 
Corporal Barnes. 

im Now, are you gonna 

im invite us inside for 


ia some coffee or do 
Ihave to pull my 
gun on you, old 


' J wae ( : 
cana 
“oie 4 | a x Xs y it Much obliged 
‘th py 0 SAYS | a] SNE: soldier. Interesting 


Aw, Geez. 4 =| |= 2 little place you got 


y I'm sorry, fellas. ? oa YS) Re Q | here, by the way. You [4 
fee Here, lemme take your Us KZ ‘ & , I > Lk, take all these pictures 
coats and you guys go p MAND Z ~ yourself? 
drab a seat in the Z YZ 5 
living room, huh? Boys, |x = 
you run upstairs and Y 
tell your Grandma 
they're here, 


Oh, yeah. Those were all \ 
my old front pages from 
The Times and The Post, 
but they put me out to 
pasture close to 
eighteen years ago 
now, General. 


Gail and I 


VY just take care of 
| my eldest daughter 
Sharon's two bous 
three days a week so 
she can get back to 
work and. \ 


S/ It's me, you a 
= numbskull. 


What didI \ 
tell you about Y 
“4 those stupid 


a Oh, Stevie. i ~ 
I'm so embarrassed 
j u so 
me &i 
d t 7 
= 


| ss SNES _T 


tt OF an old 


ou 
hotograph, 
‘ pune N= 


ty 


» = ai 


Still upstairs getting ready, I think. 
Boys, I thought I told you to tell 
Grandma to come down and 
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ick an 
~~ atheroma. 
ee (77m ee Mother: Sarah 
5 ¥ re 6 Alicia Rogers; died 
4 a March twelfth, nineteen 
z aa \ sixty-seven. Cause 
” {gy <) of death; dilated 
Ly a cardiomyopathy due \ 
Kes \ to chronic obstructive 
UB “ ® lung disease. q 4 
a —. " 3 x Fa 
° L : all | F 
— ae j | é 
1 SS el 
a . n = = 
L Ze, i, " They're my famil 
peels tine ie = c ( Ze sir. I need to Kno 
Rogers; died February whee happened 
ninth, nineteen seventy- —= 
two. Cause of death; a = 
cerebral haematoma ae "a 
due to hepatic j er oa 
insuffiency. i ue | 
ji You sure ~— 
you want me y We y — 
N to Keep going, ty i = 
Captain? Ze : a 
“ Ay ~~ i 
; oD) <a> 
> | 
Did fi 
XxyY Douglas ever E Uh, according “ 
‘ have any to this, Douglas 
= kids? Lincoln Rogers was : 
, ° survived by two i. 
\ : %, || children from his first 
\ fe 6 Wl KK marriage-- Ason who 
i, ° = | a was shot dead by 
% J Wy VN os narcotics officers 
: Wy and a daughter who's 
\ married and currently 
ary Ps living in Idaho and 
cA fo ) \ working a ere 
2 \ ; a | ell. 
al a — 
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Vy - 
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Ny \ % = 
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) | 
\é74; 
be re = Ty 
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Father: Joseph 
Harvey Rogers, died 
February eighteenth, -- 
nineteen fifty-four. 
Cause of death; acute 

myocardial infarction 
due to coronar 


ee NS ( y 
| NAN i 


mt 
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NY) D 
Vas 


\Y 
NW usto arrange a 

reunion? Transport 
could have you in 


<| 


Idaho by eighteen-, 


hundred tonight. A= 


You should 
have left me 
in the ice where I 
belonged, General 
Fury. Everything I 
ever loved is gone. 
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“AEC “eat 8 WWAGZZ 
A SR Se EIN 
h What's the wo. 
(/ point? She doesn't & 
even Knowme. Nobody VW 
knows me anymore. Even (i ij 
the little kids Lremember , 
i are all old men 4 


hit 
S AWE Z oe 
ella 
SKY 
We be ZR By 
ma wu WAG: 


iw everything, 
™ Captain. 
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\YX 
A] “Are we really paying 
these guys five hundred 
= dollars a head just to 
— wave a flag?” : 


fi 


Y 


\{h 


It's a small 
price to pay for 
looking good on 
television, 
Nick. This launch- 
party is being 
broadcast in forty- 
4] two languages and the 
4 last thing the world wants 
to see is a bunch of pimple- 
faced fatties cheering 
on their favorite 
super-team. 


Nick, I wasn't “ 
hired to head public 
w/ relations because my 
|| Vad was your old boss, 
} sol'd appreciate it if 
\ you'd stop making me 
\ feel like I was, 


Five thousand technicians, 
en thousand support troops, 
a headquarters designed b 
Norman Foster and an all- : 
star gala opening Right now 
night. this feels more 
like a Hollywood 


new defense 
initiative. 


The difference 
between us and 
NOWeCE: General, 
is that I'm going to 
make The Ultimates 
really famous. 


) 
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LY TL} 


Well, you 
ain't the one 
justifying half a 
million bucks on male 
pieeeia iM the next J 
udget review, 
Betty, honey. AS 


But have you 
ever stopped and 
wondered what old 
man Ross would 
have made of all 
this, Betty? 


Vinee a ii 


rt 


{If 


The Triskel 
lipper Bay 


Manhattan 


I 


Tasty little 
ex you've got there, 
Banner. Kind of kinky No, and 
that she's General Ross's she isn't my ex, 
daughter too, eh? Ever Stark. We're just in 
wonder what she'd look like the middle of a trial 
in her Dad's old army separation. Besides, 
uniform and a big, fake aren't you supposed 2 
moustache? to be here with 
— Jennifer Tilly? 


But you always 
: have to keep your 
A options open with 
bitch cul cael 
—— heartbreakers, > —_} 
* Brucie. LEI aN 


they're on you like 
Oprah on a Twinkie 
and the next theu're 
a cover-story for 
some limp-wristed 
Scientologist. 


Pardon me, Mister Stark. Could 
“#4 you spare afew moments for Sixty ; 
| Minutes to explain your sponsorship Parling, you 
\ Of The Liitimates and the have my undivided 
intricacies of your new attention for the 


Iron Man armor? rest of the 
evening. 


Jarvis, another Oh, Of course, sir. 
drink for our former After all, Iam but your 
Hulk, if you don't lowly butler and my time _— 
: d isn't nearly as precious Lf f /' Cheer up, 
as your super hero by, Master Bruce. 
aristocracy. You're not the only 
Y man who's ever been 
alone in a crowd, 
you Know. 
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Kevlar costume, 
Captain pr ea Jet 
Captain America tank; 
I feel like I'm playing with 
my old G.I. Joe again, 


Tell him about 
the shield we designed 
for him too, Hank. What 
would Captain America 
be without a shield? 


Tactically OFF 
the scale, Mister 
President. There's 
genuinely nobody in 

existence I'd rather 
have leading this team 
when they're out 
there on the 
field. 


« 


Add this Thunder God 
guy to the mix plus all the 
other Super-Soldiers Banner 
can create from Cap's blood 
and I don't see anyone 
acting up for a while. 

Do you, sir? 


General Fury. 
No, I don't.4 


SAN 


Well, what's 
your verdict on 
the 21st century, 
Captain America? 
Coo] or 
uncool? 
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Definitely 
cool. 
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Could 
question? 


Sorry, 
Larry. 
you repeat the 


Shannon 
ger '69 
t up my 


Elizabeth just 
made me laugh and 


I think some of this 
Bollin 
wen 


ml A 


mill 
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Sure, I was wondering if being CEO of Stark 
International might interfere with your lron Man 
duties in The Liltimates, but I think you already 

answered my question, Tony. 


I mean, here you are just a month after 
the team’s official launch and you've 
been missing for two weeks on the 
blasted space shuttle, for God's sake. 


Well, first of all, this shuttle thing for 
Shannon's birthday was booked ages ago and, 
despite what they say in the papers, I don't 
like disappointing beautiful actresses. 


Secondly, I've worked an eighteen hour day since 
Iwas ten years old and, as you're perfectly 
aware, I get very, very bored when I'm not doing 
fifteen things at once. 


But don't you think you're needed down here on 
the ground right now, Tony? All this cash being 
diverted to superhuman forces is creating a 
lot of friction with the military brass. 


Can you seriously justify a fifty billion dollar head- 
quarters off the coast of Manhattan when there's 
only been one notable super-villain attack in 
American history? 


What if it's another ten years before 
someone like Magneto comes along? 
Supposing it never even happens again? 


; . = 
A With the greatest respect, \ ee 
” that's the craziest argument an 
I've ever heard, Larry. Isn't that 


like refusing to take out medical 
insurance because you 


can't imagine yourself th H 
jj reat was only stirred up 
getting sick? 4 by your media interests and 
vs F now you're just creaming off 
— all the big government 
contracts? 


Okay, what about i 
this accusation that the 
idea of a super-villain 


Then, of course, there's Isn't it true that, despite having \E = 
the problems you've had Captain America onboard, none of your \_2 
finding super-people for twenty-thousand technicians have been 
this amazing world- able to duplicate the old Super-Soldier 
beating team. serum running through 
b his veins? 


ms Y 
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Well, in response to your first point; 
getting people to sign up for the most 
dangerous job in the world is always 
. going to be a challenge, Larri 
{> x a 
i> That said, we are talking 
to the Norse God Thor, and 
Hank Pym is already working ona 
unique artificial intelligence 
' with a variety of extra- 
normal abilities. 


As for the Super-Soldier situation; 
of course, we're disappointed that 
Doctor Banner hasn't delivered the 

goods, but Captain America is the 
most dangerous man alive. 


Are you seriously 
telling me we're going 
to need two of this 
. guy to win a fight? _, 


Sore 
mrad noel 
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{ Jan. Youreallyseem [at> age 
to Know your way v 

5 around those 
m boutiques. 


IM 
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TT 


was getting tired of 
seeing you showingup 
for meetings in a pork- AEs) a{; = 
» ple hat and bell- £& 


i 
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s™ 


ES WAN Wava’ = ce 
a 
= SVey"_— oh, please. == 
Two cappuccinos = 
—j anda look around some 


ms shops is hardly grounds 
= for divorce these days. | 


Ijust hope 
that husband of 
yours doesn't mind 
[| you spending an 
4 entire afternoon 
entertaining a 
f= strange man. 
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Tell me about ye 
it: Two hundred and ‘47 
fifty bucks for a pair \ 
ofslacks?iIdidn't g 
make that much in 
six months when 
I first joined 
the army. _. 


You Know, 
you really 
crack me up, 
Mister Captain 
America... 
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iy” Imean, here you are, 
all cheekbones and six- 
pack like some kind of Calvin 


Klein model, but the second P . 


you open your mouth you 
sound as ancient as my 
dear, old Dad. 
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Now there's 
a creepy 
thought. 


Waking up from a fifty-year sleep 
and finding your best friend's married 
1 to your fiancée wasn't exactly easy 
m for me, but it must have been twice 
as hard for Bucky and Gail. 


you've had five entire 
decades to get used 
to the idea of them 
being dead? 


" To tell yo 
the truth, I've 
probably got ten 


So how did things go with your Wage 
old flancée? Did she find it easier jam 
to talk over the phone than she 
did in the flesh? 1 


Actually, that big 
heart-to-heart the 
/ other night was with Bucky. 
But he said Gail might join 
us for a bite to eat when 
we get together for a 
beer later in the 


ren "| 
Falla ee 
Well, T think Fury's Sfp a | 
right and the best thing WA\SRIBY je 
to dois take this nice and \ym 
slow, Cap. I'm sure it helps pus 
living near a few of your 
old army buddies, 
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...but surely you could : 
rent somewhere a little ; 
more up-market with six hundred 
all that lovely money ba bucks a month for a “Al 
they're paying us for | one bedroom apartment 
this Liitimates : 7 _ |s more than enough, 
thing. MN =) thank you very much, 


life. I'm not going to pick up stakes and move Just 
because of some drugged-out, little wiseguys 
hanging around the front door. 


Cs 
SoS) & J 


Well, Ijust hope 
you invested some 
of that cash you don't A 
like spending on some cay 
big, unbreakable locks. KS 
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THEM iSKElON 
Steve Rogers' 
Arm quarters were 
| Sh att si preaciey: We do 
el a J Ne 7 ey think were 
cee 3 behind it, Bruce; 
the Arabs or the 
Chinese? 


Poor Cap. He spent all 
last week trawling flea- 
markets to piece together 
his old record collection 
and then some idiot just 
pours paint-stripper 
all over it. 


I mean, Stark's 

in space, Fury was 

called into that meeting 
with Cheney and now 

Captain America and the 
Wasp are trying to avenge 

some stupid Frank 

Sinatra albums. 


As far as the media are 
going to be concerned, 
we're promoting a super- 
team consisting entirely 
of Giant Man. 


Okay, how 
about we tru a 
shot of you holding 
one of those big jets 
over your head, 
Doctor Pym? 


ae 
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Actually, he reckons 
it was a bunch of kids 
who live across the 
street and he's heading 
over to kick their butts 
right now, Betty. 


p Gee, that's 


really tragic, Doctor 
Banner, but right 
now I'ma little more 
concerned about this 
televised training 
exercise nobody's 
bothered showing 
up for. 


honest, they 
actually look kind 
of heavy, guus. 
What if Ido 
something to 
my back? 


My God, Bruce. Wasn't it bad 
enough that Hank and Janet Pym 
had you demoted without letting 
everybody down with the new 
Super-Soldiers tooP 


You should be 
losing your mind 
about failing to crack 
Cap's Super-Soldier 
serum. of 
> = 


Y And what the heck 
happened to that former 
olympic archer Fury 
signed up last week? I 
thought Hawkeye was 
scheduled to make 
an appearance 


ee 
This is = 


me losing my 
mind. uh, actually, he's on 
vacation in The Maldives. He said 
this was the only week his girlfriend 
could get off work and since this 


wasn't technically an emergency... 


Oh, for 
God's sake. The 
hacks are going to eat us 
alive for this, you moron. 
\ Ithought being clever was / \ 
the one thing you could 
actually doP 
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What are you 
talking about, 


Well, sorry doesn't 
stop me looking like 
an idiot. Does it? 


y Fury gets Thor on 
# =the team tonight or 
bh 


this temporary break 
we're on becomes 
something more 
permanent. 


Then perhaps that certain 
someone is not remotely 
interested in anything 
you have to say, 
Nicholas Fury. 


Somebody 
hasn't been 
y, answering my 
telephone 
calls. 


I hope you are not here J 
to arrest us for our recent / 
involvement in the World | 
Trade protests, 


General. 


As always, 
your lackeys in 
the media completely 
misreported what was 
merely a peaceful 
demonstration. 


Ah, then this must 
be about that 
tempting job offer 
to cut my hair and 
sign up for the 
United States 
Marines, eh? 


Thor, if I was here to 7 
arrest you, I think I'd 
be packing more than 
my regulation S.H.1.€.L.7. 
automatic and trusty 
Swiss-Army penknife, 
Norse-boy. 


Oh, it matters not whether 
you are wearing capes or 
combat boots, little man. 
You are all just thugs in uniform 
who will smash any threat 
to acorrupt status 
quo. 


The Ultimates 
isn't an army, Mister. 
They're a team of super 
heroes we assembled to 
take care of the post- 
human problems the 
armed forces can't 
handle anymore. 


Go back to your paymasters and tell them that 
the Son of Odin is not interested in working for 
a military industrial complex who engineers 
wars and murders innocents. 


Your talk might 
be of super-villains 


now, but it is only 

a matter of time 
before you are 

sent to kill for oil 
or free trade. 


Oh, for goodness 
sake. How can you people 
just sit there and listen to 
this "Son of Odin” garbage? 


around is a delusional crack- 


just a crazy ex-nurse who had a 
nervous breakdown three weeks 
short of his thirtieth birthday and 


Take it easy, No, these people have a right g/ You're not the New Messiah. You're 
Banner... to know the guy they're following | > 


spent eighteen months ina 


pot, General. 
Ks lunatic asylum. 


You might 
make a fortune from your 
lecture tours and trashy 
self-help books, but you 
don't fool me fora second, f 
Mister; I've got your secrets “NG 
right here. : 


And I have 
your secrets 
right here, 
Doctor 
Banner. 


Have you told 
Betty Ross that you 
cry yourself to sleep 
every night or are you 
too busy fantasizing 

about hurting the 
Pyms for stealing 
your old job? 


These powers are 
neither mutant nor 
machine, human. |f a 
demonstration from 

Molnir is what you 
require then I shall 

happily oblige. 


ew a 


C'mon, i 
Banner. Let's }@ 


am here to 
save the world, }j 
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Well, no Thor, 
no Super-Soldier 
serum and not even 
Hey, did you hear 


the merest hint of a C 
super-villain for us G you've been optioned as a 
to hit, gentlemen. Fit wasn't movie? Betty Ross was telling 
me they're already in discussions 


for this two-year i € 
merchandising campaign 4 with Brad Pitt about a three 
Stark tied us into, I bet : picture deal to play Captain 
they'd be pulling the America. 
plug on us right 


im 
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ag 


What, are you serious? 
My God. This might not be 
such a disaster after all, 
huh? Who do you think 
they could get to play ‘\ 


you, Nick? 7, RY 
x> 


<< 


Why, Mister 
Samuel L. Jackson, of 
course. That's not even open 
to debate, Doctor Pym. 


And T'll tell 
you the one guy 
alive who could do 
a convincing Tony 
Stark-- From 
Hell's Johnny 


Don't underestimate Depp, Mrs. Pym. A 
lot of people tag him with that pretty-boy 
label, but he's actually one of the most 
accomplished actors in Hollywood 
at the moment. 


Ed Wood in an Iron Man ex 
suit and you've got 
Tony Stark up there 
in celluloid, babu. 


You Know, you've actually 
got areal Knack for this 
casting thing, Nick. Who do 
you think they could get 
to play me? 
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What? Depp's too much s 
of a pretty-boy. Stark's 
a crazy kind of Howard 
Hughes character. I'd 
rather see someone 
with more of an 
eccentric range. 


Oh, that's 
easy. Lantern- 
jawed Matthew 
McConnaughey, 

of course y 


Oh, naturally. Even though she 
looks absolutely nothing like 
me, she'd be great because all 
Asian people are basically 
identical, right? 


your back-up 
\ choice, General? 
Bruce Lee? 


“isl 


Wait, let me guess; XN 
Woody Allen if he dropped a 
few pounds? That creepy, little 
kid from The Sixth Sense? 


I'm serious, guys. You know ‘a 
who could actually do Banner J 
better than Banner...? 


Ie 
Wy 1), 


hey = 
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== M Iwas going to say 
steve Buscemi. 
\ What's insulting 
—— about that? 
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Manhattan: 
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Betty? Oh, thank God your 
phone wasn't switched off or 
anything. There's something ( 
I've got to tel/ you, Honey. /1i% 
Something really : 
important... 


Bruce? Is that 
you? Listen, I really 
can't talk right now. 

I'm in the middle of 
dinner with Freddie 
Prinze Jr.-- P| 


j} Betty, will you 
shut up?! We don't have 
| ' (ig uy much time here. I've done 
AYO Uhh UY i, something stupid again 
| ji} and I think you're in 
L de ! serious danger, 
sweetheart... 
ag 


: Ijust felt bad about not 
| AN Hy ' a . being able to crack the 
Bruce, Iwant \ ih eee formula so I mixed Cap's 
you to calm down MiG@iaiier Tl |k- : ‘es; SS GS blood with the Hulk serum 
and tell me exactly VO) 1 ic Gu : and injected the whole thing 
what you've Hane my poe ' : NSS \, into the cephalic vein of 
wrong, okay? <8 We weed WONcs ees (eee my anteorbiral forsa, 
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7 What? why ¥ 
f would you do 
Well, the way I 

rationalized it was 
that turning myself into 
The Monster and giving 
everyone something to 
fight was the only way I 

could stop my life's 

dream from going up 

in smoke... 
Shang 
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But the 
honest-to-God 
truth of the matter 
is that Ijust missed 
being big. 


Wha 


Unknown male, cardiac arrest. ETA 
ten to fifteen minutes, people. 
Make sure you got the coffee on 
too, Dolores, 'coz this is my last 
call of the night, honey. 
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Shocking at ) 

two hundred “€Z 
again, Andy. / 
Stand clear. 


Still no 
sign of any 
output here, 
Eamonn. 


Okay, OKau. 
These things happen, 
kid. Take it easy. 
Shocking at three- 
sixty. Stand 

~ clear. 


Still nothing, 
boss. This guy's 
definitely on the 
way out. What the 
heck was he on 
back there? 


Doesn't matter. 
Just get a line in him and 
check his pupillary reflexes. 
Joe, any chance you can get 
\ this thing doing more than 
: ten miles-an-hour, 


Hold him 
down and get 
some Haloperidol \ 
in him, Andy! Freakin’ 
lunatic's gonna do 


A 
restrain ~ 
This little runt's } 


\ stronger than 
» he looks... 
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Primary team to 

hangar thirteen, 

aS ready for immediate 
a dust -off! 
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Secondary teams to 
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\ | a ces || 
hangar twelve, tertiary 


teams to hangars one | Sn aap 


through eleven... 
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your fault, Hank. 
What did you have 
to go and say he 
looked like Steve 
» Buscemi for? 
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up and get ofF 
my back? You're 
™\ the one who started | 
allthat Woody 49 


Ne 
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Look, I don't care who 


said what. All I know is that 
one of our guys has gone 
AWOL out there and we better 
start putting some kind of 
plan together. 


The plan 
couldn't be 
simpler, 
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God. ; 

Did Banner 
really do all 
this injust ten 
minutes? 


; According to the 
sat-pics, he's murdered 
dozens of people, drunk 
a truck full of beer and, 
right now, looks like he's 

stealing a huge pair of pants 
from a fat corpse, 
Giant Man. 


I still can't believe 
he tried to justify 
taking the Hulk serum 
again by saying that 
he just wanted to give 
the team something 
fener hi to 


All completely useless, 
of course, unless we get 
clase enough to inject 
him. Any word back 
fram Thor? 


Just an e-mail saying 
he'd be happy to help 


You imagine 
what he's gonna 


do when he catches \iamm 
that girlfriend of [& 


his with Freddie 


if President Bush doubles \ 


the international aid 
budget, Iron Man. 


against one 
is still pretty 
good odds, ff 
Besides, I 
y haven't lost a 
fight since Nineteen 
Forty-Two and I've no 
intention of losing 
one now. 


Still, at least 
this antidote he a, 


out for us seems kosher 


enough... right down to 


the little adamantium- | 


tipped needle. 


Wandertul. So 

weve effectively 

on our Qwn out 
here, right? 
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> from Freddie > ! 
Prinze Ir., Betty! 
You're supposed 


tobe Banner ‘sg 
airirians . Oh, my God! He's found us, 
Nick! That deranged, little 
freak's figured out where 
Freddie and I were 
J eating! 


ne Ne Wire & 7 What doyoumean ‘” Iwant Captain \ 
| yy YW "sit tight"? Can you America down here 
Fa hear what that lunatic's now, Nick! I want 
saying he's going to 4 Tony Stark and every 
dotome? .€) freakin’ super-weapon 
he's got! 
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> Panner too Muay 
\ vou gave Hulk a \/ \\ | \ 
: try, huhZ \ 
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Base to Ground Team, = 
Captain America wants 

everything cleared from ® 
Battery Park to Harlem! 
I repeat-- clear Battery =| 
\ Park to Harlem so they can Se 
Bs soften up The Hulk and deliver 
: that antidote, guys. 


3 V \ yaa 


\ 7 it mW \\ Wi Se vi 


a. 


Okay, take a deep breath and © 
chill out there, Bruce. I'm going 
to count to ten, and when I take 
mu hands away, I want to see 
you looking nice and ‘ 
relaxed. 


isthat “ 
/ clear enough \ 
i, For you, little 
?P 
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Sa “se your skull like == 
Be 4 toilet bowl! 


25 sams 
laa Oh, my God! He's °% 


going to kill Hank! 
Ss di k 


Take it easy, Jan. I've 
got him. Nick, I need a 
big, empty building to 
slam Banner into. What 
can you 00 for me? 


Evacuation crews 
are clearing everything 
within a three mile 
radius, Tony. Gimme 


ten seconds and | YW) AN f 
I'll punch up a zip ihe \ 


an 


code for you. 


and this lunatic will have i . 
§ peeled his way through 
to my G-string, General! 


: eX 
{ Grand Central has 
<<) just been evacuated! 
You're goodtogo!I & 
> repeat-- YOU'RE GOOD B® 
TO GO! 


Okay, Iron Man \\7 Fire Team Twelve, Iwant \¥ 
just bought us those vehicles cleared on 
five minutes to his left hand side. Science 
downsize my Crew One, he's going to need 
husbandand , twohundred mils ofthat 4 
attendto | — shrinking hormone. _2 
his injuries, 7 att 
gentlemen. ‘ 


Tony, it's Nick. 
We're minus visual 
for thirty seconds. 
Give me a sit-rep, 
man. You oKay in 
? 


Are you kidding? First \ 
the Sila Door jams and 


Little man 
emells like canned 
meat! Hulk wanna 
Know if he tastes 
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: Tony! For the 


«| love of God, what's 
happening down 
there? 


> 
moron! ‘in z 
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l Nick, this is a nightmare. i 

= I'm on twenty-five percent 
power and those thought 

scramblers are only going to 


i If Lempty mu «a 
reserves at him, 
can you cover me 
long enough for 
support to juice , 
me upagain? 4 


Back-up is ready and 
waiting, Tony. Just hit 
him with whatever you're 
packing, Super-trooper. 


Wasp, you're up next. 
Cap wants Banner up 
on Forty-Second and 

Fifth ASAP. You copy? 


alamo NNN 
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Roger that, 
General. 


Hey, Banner! VY 
i Betty Ross got | 


arack as nice A double PhD and the only way 


you can think of to distract The =aill 
Hulk is with a Mardi Gras special? Mi 


me a break, 
Nick! It worked, 
oe didn't it? _ 


Like a dream, darling. ¥ 


I swear to God, five 
thousand blondes 
flashed right before 


a 


SQV 
‘ayy 
TIRA\ 7; 
yy 


Way 4 
set i 
WY Nick, it's Jan again. For God's W\ ame) YAM) \\W\ 
sake, say Cap's ready to relieve \\ \ f AFA 
| me because Lreally don't think J a, a8 ke 
\ this guy's going down with my /= Laine 
stupid, little wasp a \\ 
sting! Y 


WA Cap's ready 
torelieve =A 
you, Jan. 
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are working beautifully, 
General. Tell the boys in 
tech division they did 
a bang-up job. 


Just watch your rear 
end there, Captain. Eye- 
w 4) in-the-sky heat tracers 
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Banner's not the Qi Now get mea WS 
only one around here WW _med-team prontobecause © 
with Super-Soldier this little guy isn't going to be 
serum pumping through in the best of shape after I ; 

his heart, chum. 4 stick the antidote inhis neck. (alam eDi@as 
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He broke the 
needle--! 


notes, Tech figure they're 
still a hundred and twenty ae Z 
minutes away from a} . 4 


> what do we do now, . ie | 
General? Even with Banner's if 


f 


exactly what 
Cap strategized, 
homeboy. Ready 

the nuke for the 
back-up plan. 


. 
if} 


putting together a 
replacement. 


Hulk thought 
you were different, 
but you're just as 
bad as the rest of 
them, Rogers! 


\ 


Fury to all-points! 
lie to all-points; 

efend Cap!/I_ | 
repeat-- defend 
Captain America! 
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Message here 
from the White 
House, General. 


the President just [lB 


doubled our 


international 


aid budget 


Your jaw is 
broken, your ribs 


A of yourlungs has just 


of Mjolnir 


been punctured, 4 Fe 
Banner. Have you 
Tie { tasted enough 


ny 
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Thanks for the airlift, man. I hate \ 


to get all Hollywood and look like 
we're cutting the line, but if Betty 


and I are the ones this Hulk thing 
is actually after here... ( 


For Betty again, \ WY! 7 \ dag! aon iba 
Neca” M \\\ seid ae re 

Okay, the more we 

J antagonize this 
creep, the stronger 
he seems to get, so 
Cap wants us to fall 
=) back on the reserve 

ip initiative, boys 
and girls. 


’ Our sentiments exactly, Vw 


\ Mr. Prinze. Your safety is } 


our prime concern, 4 


sir. 


Cap, this is Nick-- Prinze 
and Ross are in the air, 

B buddy. I repeat; honey 
> trap isin the air just like 
you requested. Over! 


Roger that 


)—— 


What did he 
Yy sayZ Where's i! 
We BettyZ What have 
ik youdonewith @ii 
| Banner's 
girlfriend? ppl 


y inthe air, 
\ meatball. 
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What does it look like? 
Luring Banner out to sea 
in case we're forced to opt 
for a tactical nuclear 
assault, of 
course. 


do you 
think you're 


. : \ Pala if He erer 
‘ ti \ 3 ree plans Ihave 
J sours N IS on standby take a 
using those MAITSINY’ dive. Wasp, are you 
people as / y ) ; inside Banner's head 

\ for assault plan 

three vet, 
sweetheart? <@ 


Captain. The one 
part of Banner's 
body that's as 
soft and human 
as we are... 
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You mind filling 
us in on what's 
going on here, 

Wasp? This some 

kinda lobotomy 
you're cooking 

up or what? 


brain that makes 
him big, bad 
andangry, Ny 
General. « 


be [NNR ty ie | 
y. 7) ee \ 
PRA : mS hp Ae | 
WA ae 4 
& Se y ey 
y 


CAG 


By 
£ 


mM a 
: hl hy 


1 | TAT 3 Ul a 
i ! “hy eae 
E cial 
U 


mS 


AY: 


Se Al So 
Penn \Sea SS 
= —, ~s Iwas only trying to help. This You do understand, don't 
P was all part of the plan, you see. you? I mean, I hope you 
. \ I was only trying to come up with aren't going to punch me 
a menace you could all get or kick me or anuthing 
together and fight... because I really couldn't % . 
j handle that kind of thing =) Don't be 
right now, Cap. | ridiculous. Why 
would I Ait you, 
Bruce? You're one 
of the gang, for 
God's sake... part 
of the team. 
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My / I'mjust here to make sure those 
) cuts and bruises of yours get the 
proper attention, pal. C'mere, 
let me get a closer look at 
that big gash on your 
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No, but the way 
I've been treating 
Bruce-- talking to 
him like dirt, flirting 
with Freddie Prinze. 

Ireally feel like I 
was the one who 
pushed him over 


the edge. 


You weren't 
the one pushing 
over buildings, 


Now when I see 
him locked up in this 
holding unit he designed, 
doped up to the eyeballs 
and truing to recover 
from all those broken 
bones he picked up 


as The Hulk... : 
.L'm just 
dO VY staggered to 
| think that someone 
could want me so 


much that he'd 
do this to 
himself. 


kind oF 
flattering, 
isn't it? 


Yeah, well, my big 
question is how you 
and your PR people can 
spin this debacle into 
something that doesn't 
make The Liltimates 
look like a gaggle of 
retards, honeu. 


on now, Nick. 
That's easy-- 


--just hush up 
the Bruce Banner 
connection and all 

your little super 
people here go down 
in history as the 
heroes who saved 
Manhattan, of 
course. 
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Well, my ribs are 
hadnt ZY cracked, my nose is 
eelingr “broken and my left 
arm seems to have 
been dislocated, but 
, it's nothing which 
\ shouldn't fix itself 
\ up in a day or 
two, ma‘am. 


/ aN 
gi AB fre 
>. wn ighting The Hulk? 
RO LY To tell you the truth, 
LA I was shaking like a 


leaf, my dear. 


. IF it wasn't for the fact I'd downed a 
A Few glasses of the old Putch courage f 
at a wine-tasting this evening, 
Ihonestly think I might have hai 
called in sick. 
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J ~ No, helping The 
Ultimates does not 
mean I'm suddenly one 


executive with a flat 
ire mean you've 
automatically joined 


be just fine. 
It might be a few 


weeks before he can 
do another hei 


anything else 
back there. 


e C) rs 
The Teiskelion: Saree 


with Regis, lunch 
with FHM anda private Ee 
dinner at Tony Stark's 
place tonight? 


Sounds to me 
like somebody's been 
wanting to play at celebrities 
since she was playing with 
her Barbie dolls, 
Mrs. Pym. 


Friday night was rent a movie 
and te seaaassis takeout. 


= re To be honest, it's just nice having 
an excuse to get dressed Ae again, 
Nick. All Hank and I usually did ona 


is | ll ll mh | gonna show up for a 
il black-tie dinner at 
| the house of the world's 
third-richest man? 


I don't see 
why not. Apparently, 
Tony and Thor really 
hit it off after the 
whole Hulk thing, Cap said they 
General. were standing 
around having a 
laugh for nearly 
an hour and 


Banner and I 
spend six months 
trying to get Thor 

to join the team and 
the one thing we never 
thought of was 
inviting him for 
dinner. 


How do 
you meanP 


‘Tony st 
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You think people 
would still be shelling 
| out their cash if they knew 
The Hulk was really 
Bruce Banner, 
Stark? 


u Know, 
really can't tell 
you how fabulous 
Wy it is to see you boys 
again. That fight with 
ie Hulk a few weeks 
back was one of the 
MA most exhilarating 
» experiences of 


Have you watched the $.H./.E.L.D. 
tapes yet? Did you see the part where 
Cap drops the tank on him? Or where 
I'm hammering Banner into Grand 


Central Station? 
<] 


> 
wonder they've 

t sold fifteen million 

copies of the PVP. It's 


\____ spectacular. 
| 


Oh, don't be 
such a spoilsport, 
Cap. Okay, so the public 
relations people glossed 
over afew details, but 


we saved the city, 
idn' ? 


SSSSSSAI SENSE ERE 


—— 
All people want to hear is that 
they can sleep soundly under their 
down comforters again, old bou. } 
Do you really want to kill that fee/- AA 
good factor over a tiny 
) technicality? 


=—- 


i 
No, but I do 
want to register 
the fact that I'm 
really not amused 
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‘oin 
noted, Mister 
Rogers. Point 


1S 


SF 
| al 
haha EE 
ee Teter Ee? 


Oh no. Absolutely not, 3 I'm just in the middle 
hor. I bought this place = of a decluttering 

or my dear, old mother exercise. 

ith the very first million 

I ever made, my friend. 

I wouldn't sell it for all 

the tea in China. 
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in-flight magazine 
where you throw out 
everything you don't 


rn 
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Idn't 
believe the crap 
» you accumulate when 
youre a booze-friendly 
illionaire-- Picassos, 


memorabilia, Cal 


America trading 
; cards... 
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All gone to 
charity now, I'm 
afraid. I think I gave 
them away with the 
Faberge eggs and 
the vintage 
Playboys, if I'm 


WN mistaken. - 
Just a shame you couldn't bear 
to part with your late mother's 
old evening wear when you we 
taking part in this execrable, 


new-age nonsense, eh, 
Master Tony? 


iN Here we go 
again. 


I thought this was your 
night off anyway, Jarvis. 


Aren't you supposed to we were entertaining, 
be going to the club 


Master Tony. Even the 
tonight with Alfred and club can't compete with 


all those other old a Super-Soldier and an 7 =r 
degenerates? Asgardian God. = 
time, you Know, Jarvis. 


i E 
i 
Do you seriously think 


) Give it time, \Z 
Captain America and young sir. Give it 
Thor have even noticed d ' time. I'm peeling 
that preposterous 7 i. jolly lucky this _—=| 
new waistcoat of wea you 


P 
You're wasting your 


I thought you said you 
ren't going to work tonight. 


C'mon, —K 
That's hardly an 
\ emergency. 
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to finish it u 


Man helmet and I really want 
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that when you know it drives 


me absolutely 


ss 


nuts? < 
4!) 


= =» 
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with you if he knew what 
you really were, T'll 


tellyou thatfor £ 


nothing. 
Yj 


And 


WY 
what's that 
supposed to /4 


A mutant, 
you idiot. 


\\ y You don't want me to tell 
WV you what you look like. Are the 


push-up bra and high heels for 


. Rogers’ benefit or for Tony 
\ 


Stark's, by the way? 


~ Well, what do you expect? 
There's a picture of you with your 
tongue down Captain America's 
throat in every newspaper in the 
world. You've turned me into 
a laughingstock. | 


ia 
oy 


see-- Asian? Five 
foot three? A 
molecular freakin’ 
biologist? 
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Do you think they'd 
all find you so special 
and pretty if they 
were waking up every 


six weeks to find eggs 


in their beds? 


Because 


iy 
that's what I've 


got to live with, 
Jan! And your 
personal hygiene 
makes me sick 
to my stomach 
sometimes. 


I wonder if he'd still have \ 
the hots for you if he saw 
you eating caterpillars and & 
beetles or hiding in your I 
little larval nest when all 
the mutant hysteria 


was going on a while LON 


J 
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I didn't see you 
complaining when 
you took the credit 
for these Rewer 
and got that big 
GH.ILE.L.P. pay- 
raise, Hank. 


I didn't see 
you complaining 
when you used my 
blood samples to 
jumpstart your 
stupid Giant 
Man formula. 


PT on, you're such the polymath, 
f aren't you? It's not enough that 
you're the cybertronics expert, but [a 
you have to be the world authority 
on super-genetics too, 
now, right? 


What are you ail 


\ \Y implying, you little 
witch? thet I couldn't 
have come up with 
that formula on 
my own? 


Well, let's see how many 
Super-Soldiers you create 
which don't involve getting |e 77 
big, getting small or telling A 

ants what to do through 

a helmet, jackass! 


as ° 
4 
4 Bruce Banner \W 
L y was twice the 
: Zl} geneman you'll 


ever be and 
you Knowit, 
mister! _ 
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So what's all this son of Odin 
stuff about anyway, Thor? Are 
you really the genuine article 
or just a bid, Scary man with 
a hammer? 


I've Known who 

/ I was since I was 

twelve years old, 

but it wasn't until my 
nervous breakdown 

9, 2 that everything 

became clear 
to me. 


rT war atra\r a 


| MES 
Tr 


man...the living 
incarnation of aNorse Vy 
thunder deity sent 
here by my father in 
Valhallato purify , 
the Earth again. & 
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7 SA! \ Y Take a look around you, 
You think z P Captain... your world is 
= we eer pone ; = wr =| being bled dry while your 
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Don't you think joining The 


ultimates could provide a 
useful platform to get that 
t there, ‘ 


message ou 
Thor? 


I'm not interested in the money, 
the glossy magazines or the shallow 
superstar lifestyle you've been 
i hoa lives for a 
ing class, 


offered to risk 
corrupt ru 
gentlemen 


No, joining The Liltimates would 
e condoning every reprehensible 


action taken by the wretched 
military-industrial complex who 


That said, 
you Know I'm 
always just a phone ‘aim 
call away if there's ft 
agenuine problem [a 
which threatens —a 
people's lives. 
ili 
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What do you 
mean by that, 
aptain< 


Why do you always \ 
start this crap when } 
you Know you ee 

a 


come off worst? 


_ feel, Jan? Is that 
burning your skin? 
I bet it feels like 
napalm or 
something. 


Don't think I can't 
get to you just because 
you're hiding under a 
big, heavy desk. 
finish what you 
started! 
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Hank! You're out of your mind! eee , A, 
Stop this now before it goes any a AS —~ 7 
further! I'm sorry, okay? I was ae = 
just being stupid! I realize now ‘ SS WA) 
I should never have per S ng ay 
started this! p = a FA : 
ui 1 
omen 7s a 
a wees - , le 
is ! i ADT E s : =) ae = 
oO f a Ne “> i? i 
: Does anyone = 
i else hear a funny, | = 
¢ Eye |] little voice that G B 
2 sounds like Jiminy ; z 
Cricket witha 
j y mouthful of “ff 


You 
shouldn't 
have made me 
look small, 
Jan. 


You 

shouldn't 

have made me 
look small. @ 


So what about you, Tony? 
Why did you decide to get 
involved in all this madness? 
| Does membership in a super- 


“th team qualify you for some 
i » kind of corporate tax 
. dodge? 


Ha. 
Unfortunately 
not, Thor. 


= 0/7 ; 
No, no. Not jf 
this time, I'm / Y 
afraid, Cap. we 
Nv 


pal 


I've gota 
brain tumor, bous-- 
about the size of a 
golfball, right here 

at the back of 
my head-- 


A --and the 

doctors seem 
to think it's 
inoperable. 


= aa Is this a joke? 
r fr Is this one of those 


2 ironic things I never 
seem to get? 


specialists. 
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Well, that 
eems to Jarvis, could 
have killed the you please pop a 
atmosphere pinin this embarrassing 
stone dead. silence and bring me 
that gift I found 
for Captain 4 
America? 


mK 
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Oh, it's just 
one of those crazy, ¥ 
old collectibles I'm 

getting rid of, Rogers. 
I'm sure it would look 
WA better in your humble 
home than it ever 
did in here. 
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Afat, middle-aged woman 
called Ellen Kowalski. She 
told me her father brought it 
home from the war and that 
it once belonged to the 
) bravest man he ever 


It's your 
home and your 
glasses, Tony. To 
whom are we 
toasting? 


To Hank, 
Janet and poor, 
little Bruce 
Banner, 
gentlemen-- 


--without 
whom, I think it's 
safe to say, the three 
of us wouldn't be 
standing here 
this evening. 


Well, just say you'll join me in a toast, 
Steve. Toasts are always fun-- mainly 
because they're usually followed by 
copious amounts of alcohol. 
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